
Prof. Dr. Sabri Koç  2010 

 Page 1 of 4 

THE STAGES OF THE RESEARCH PROCESS 
 
 

Underlying Dynamics      The Stage            Outcomes of 

of the Stage         the Stage 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Researcher’s 

motivation 

• Researcher’s goals 

• Researcher’s interest 

and experience 
 

• Areas in literature to 

be reviewed 

• Suggestions of 

relevant universe to 
study 

 

 

Initiating idea or 
need or 

problem area 

2 

1 

• Researcher’s need to 

become familiar with 

the literature 
 

• Frame of reference for 

research 

• Assumptions which 

seem sensible 
 

 

Initial review of 
literature 

 

3 

• Researcher’s 
competencies 

• Conceptual and 

functional definitions 
 

 

Defining the specific 
research problem 

 

4 

• Researcher’s 

motivation 
• Researcher’s goals 

• Decision to abandon 

the idea 

• Decision to revise  > 

• Decision to continue 

on 
 

 

Estimating the 
success potential of 

the contemplated 
research 

5 
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• Achieving thorough 

knowledge of problem 
area 

 
 

• Summary of results of 

previous research 
• Ideas for data-gathering 

approach, method and 

instruments 
 

 
The second review of 

literature 

6 

5 

• Researcher's orientation 

in time to past, present 
or future 

• Researcher's intent to 

describe, compare or 
evaluate 

• Selection of research 

approach 
 
 

 
Selecting the 

research approach 
 

7 

• Resesarcher's 

experience 
• Literature 

 
 

• Hypotheses and 

structure for data 
needed 

 
 

 
Stating the 

hypothesis of the 
research 

8 

• Type of data needed 

• Criteria of research 

needs, cost, demand 
on respondents and 

needed skills 
 

• Selection of data-

gathering method and 
techniques 

• Specifications of 

instruments needed 
 

 
Selecting the data-

gathering methods 
and techniques 

9 

To Stage 11 
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• Needs of research 
problem 

• Commitment to the 

adequacy of 

instruments 
 

• Instruments to be 
used 

 
 

 
Selecting and 

developing data-
gathering 

instruments 

10 

9 

• Demands on 
researcher’s skills 

• Needs of research 

problem 
• Hypotheses 

• Descriptive statistics to 
be used 

• Inferential statistics to be 

used 
• Level of significance 

• Layout of tables 

 
Developing the data-

analysis plan 

11 

• Needs of research 
• Needs of respondents 

• Criteria of cost, 

personnel, and time 
• Research approach 

• Data-gathering plan  
Designing the data-

gathering plan 

12 

• Needs of research 
• Acceptance of research 

• Realities of research 

setting 

• Practical needs of 

researcher 

• Delineation of population 
• Selection of method of 

sample selection 

• Identification of those to 
be invited to participate 

 
Identifying the 

popuplation and 
invited sample 

13 

from Outcomes 
7 
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Adapted from  
Fox, David J. (1969) The Research Process in Education. New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Inc.  (Figure 2-1, pp. 26-29) 
 

 
Implementation of 
data-gathering plan 

15 

13 

 

Implemetation of 
data-analysis plan 

16 

 
Preparing research 

reports 

17 

 
Dissemination of 

findings and agitation 
for action 

• Degree of 

standardization of 
data-gathering 

procedures 
• Researcher’s skills 

• Knowledge that 
everything works 

Pilot studies of data-
gathering approach, 

method, instruments, 
and data-analysis 

plan 

14 


